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4.	 HEEF. this scheme aims to provide funding to universities for large research facilities 
in addition to providing funding for capital projects for teaching, learning and 
research. 

OUT supports the notion that infrastructure funding must reflect the continuum of research 
and should be supported by a stable funding stream. The introduction of NCRIS has 
facilitated a more strategic process around the identification and support of landmark pieces 
of infrastructure aligned with areas of significant research strength. This scheme, while 
acknowledged as evolving, provides a vital funding source for research infrastructure in 
Australia and needs to be supported into the future. 

7. Creative industries, humanities and social sciences contribution to the 
Innovation System 

This review represents a unique opportunity to acknowledge and support the significant 
contribution made by creative industries, humanities and social sciences to the innovation 
system and how these disciplines groups, working in discipline settings, or collaboratively 
with science and technology-based groups, can address some of the major social, cultural 
and environmental challenges confronting society today and into the future. 

In particular, artists and creative industries practitioners are skilled in undertaking 
collaborative enquiry within creative teams comprising different and multiple skill sets, 
especially around new technologies. They understand that for creativity to become 
economically productive their particular creative problem solving knowledge must be 
combined with scientific, legal, business and other professional knowledge. 

Artists are expert in working through the ambiguities and uncertainties which accompany 
creative problem solving within complex systems. They blend traditional and new material 
forms and represent fresh understandings and insights in arresting ways based on highly 
developed analytical and interpretative judgements about their work. These working 
practices enable artists to make highly valuable contributions to the non-linear and complex 
innovation processes which characterise fourth and fifth generation models of innovation. 

Finally artists, designers and media producers, especially those working in universities, are 
expert in implementing and articulating a distinctive and robust research methodology known 
as practice-led research. This approach insists on placing the creative practice at the centre 
of the research process and delivering research outputs not as books or journal articles but 
as forms of practice, of still and moving images, of music and sound, of live action, of digital 
code or in fact a new product or prototype which is the result of effective innovation. This 
approach is a refinement of the testing and prototyping so necessary for much contemporary 
user-led and end-user research. 

Indeed it could be adopted as a methodology for services innovation generally, in fields as 
diverse as online education, virtual heritage, creative retail, cultural tourism and business-to­
consumer interaction. These applications of practice-led research could see it emerge as a 
robust research and development paradigm for the whole innovation enterprise. 

aUT supports the introduction of targeted mechanisms to strengthen the contribution of the 
Humanities, Social Sciences and Creative Industries to the national innovation system. 
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